1o all
who know love, and by its grace,
continue to discover
who they truly
are
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I've been wanting to make this little book for a long time.

It took three months before I laid down the first line.

It was July 2018 that I first encountered Guardian. The
drama had already aired more than half, and was about
to hit the peak of its popularity. I still remember the first
episode I picked was episode 22, “Zhao Yunlan can’t see
can see can’t see can see”. I thought, “that’s a neurotic
title!”” Since many of my YouTube subscribers had been
demanding a review on it, I thought, “Fine! Let’s see what

a drama with such quirky episode titles is all about.”

Who could have guessed, crossing this threshold would

mean no return.

Tor the fated few who would hold a physical copy of this
book in their hands, it would be early summer 2019 at
my carliest estimation. A whole year has gone by, yet to
me, Guardian is a kind of timeless existence. For the year
passed, it has been in my life as a constant, occupying
alarge part of that time and playing an extremely

important role.

Looking back on the videos, audio book, screenshots I've
done for Guardian, the sheer volume of content is so
enormous that it truly is a spontancous contribution that
“frightens the creator herself”. If it was all paid for, I'm
afraid no company would be willing to honour their due
prices; besides, even if someone would be willing to pay,
I would not have worked so diligently while having this

much fun.

In my educated guess, to be this much enthralled by a
story and do this much for it, it would probably only

happen once in my life time.

Not even Game of Thrones, which I've followed for years,

could come close in comparison.

Therefore, my fall for Guardian is not a simple “fan”
reaction or infatuation. I'm sure beyond rationality and
the objective reality, some more mystical reasons lie.
Perhaps I would never truly understand the whys, or find

out what these reasons are.

So be it, if life’s every mystery is explained away and no

doubt or puzzle is left, it would be pretty scary too.
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In the original fiction, the Sundial of Reincarnation is
the first of the four Mystical Artifacts. “Reincarnation”
is considered superstitious, therefore the drama changed
it to “everlasting life”. But when you think about it
carefully, reincarnation means the cycle of life and death,
everlasting life is not dying at all, aren’t they both kind of

“superstitious”?

It seems I have never doubted about the concept of
“reincarnation”, even though I was born into a non-
religious environment and grew up in a socialism society;
as if it is all but natural that past lives should exist, as if it

is something that ought to be.




In that light, all encounters are reunions, and everything

happens for a reason. Therefore, my encounter with

Guardian is inevitable; a predestination that can’t be

avoided.

Within the community of Guardian lovers, it is everyone’s
adored “little crappy drama”; the plot is all over the place
and the extras cringe-worthy, the dubbing jars and the
special effects terrible. The budget seemed to have only
covered the cost of a great original soundtrack album,

a satisfactory set of the Special Investigation Division,
styling for the main actors, then the rest is hard to put
into words. Yet viewers poured their hearts out with

such passion that record after record of the Chinese web
dramaland was broken — meanwhile they bestowed

a generous amount of insult to the script writers and

moaned over the bankruptey of Le TV.

In my opinion, this phenomenon is first, due to the
existing audience base of the original material; second,
due to the magical casting choices. There are countless IP
adaptation dramas, but the ones with leading roles that

appear to have leaped off the page are rare to come by.

I will discuss further about the adaptation from the
book to drama in a later chapter. Here I just want to
give the perfect casting of the two main leads a round

of applause. Outstanding actors are plenty, outstanding

and suitable actors for a particular role are hardly ever
irreplaceable either, but being outstanding, suitable while
complimenting each other well, and being able to ignite
sparks in collaboration, is truly a serendipity that can’t be

sought.

I believe for all who have fallen under the spell of
Guardian, it is Zhu Yilong and Bai Yu’s portrayal of Shen
Wei and Zhao Yunlan that kept us spellbound; or more

accurately, it is “Wei Lan CP”.

Just as the magic of synergy lies in the effect of 1+1>2,
the magnetism of a convincing screen CP lies not in the
two individuals, but lingers over the space between them.
It could be a quick exchanged of looks, it could be some
telling body gestures, it could even be the subtle change

of tones in the back and forth of a conversation.

To present all this to the camera, actors need to rely

on their in-depth understanding of their roles to keep
themselves in the correct mindset of their characters, thus
acting truthfully under all circumstances. It also requires

the actors to draw from their own experiences and their
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professional skills to accurately brings these details out for
the camera. Moreover, it also calls on the actors’ ability to
read each other’s intentions, and having similar capability

to respond to one another’s challenges.

To the great fortune of Guardian, Bai Yu and Zhu Yilong

as the leads meet every requirement above.

Plus the director happened to be an expert in creating
visuals, even when the dramas has hardly any “cool” shots
or distinctive visual style, it never fails at framing, grading
or the choices of angles through out; it even carefully
picked set-ups to accentuate the “good part” of everyone
on camera. The main supporting roles are good enough,
and one can easily tell from the mise en scéne that the
crew had no shortage of true fans of the original fiction.
Through the magical combination of all this, the drama
although laden with shortcomings can still make most
viewer automatically filter out its imperfections, while

being mesmerized by its unique strength.

This is perhaps the best “kiss up” I could do for

Guardian: Its success is divinely ordained.
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The greatest pity of Guardian is that it couldn’t present
the full picture of the main characters as written in the
novel. The embarrassing plot development and broken
logic of the later half of the drama makes everyone want
to grab a bowl to collect the tears shed for what could

have been.

What you can’t film is like the grounded plane due to a
thunderstorm: powerless to change such things; pointless

to argue further.

Within the part that did get filmed, I think the greatest
pity is that the drama version Shen Wei and Zhao

Yunlan are both way too perfect, way too “holy man”.

The book Shen Wei doesn’t care about the rest of

the humanity, nor does he care about morality or
responsibility; his responsibility it to Kunlun alone,
and he cares about no one else. This made Shen Wei’s
eventual decision to “push Zhao Yunlan away” that
much more powerful, and it also completes his arc as
a fictional character. The book Zhao Yunlan is also

someone who doesn’t mind what the world thinks of
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of him, nor does he embody high morals. To fate and
other things that one ought to respect, he takes the kind
of respecting them from a distance, but don’t you stick
your nose into my business kind of approach. He doesn’t
pursue the ideal of safeguarding the peace and order

of the human realm, he only wants a happy private life
with his “wife” and his fat cat. In comparison, drama
Shen Wei and Zhao Yunlan are both “good” men all the
way through; they don’t really go through changes or
growth, as if right from the beginning, their existence is

solely meant for the Christ like sacrifice in the end.

This kind of characters is lacking in complexity, if it
wasn’t for the brilliant on-screen chemistry between the
two leads, and the drama just happens to have too many
other issues for people to vent about, this problem would

have stood out even more.

In a “harmonious society”, everyone on screen is made
to be a model of high morals. Unfortunately, this is not

how the real world works.
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Guardian blew up, with it, the actors too, even its

fanbase became famous in its own right.

Then it was taken off the streaming site and refrigerated
for a whole season, when it was released back, parts of
it was edited out. Meanwhile in fandom, ill and dark

intentions started to swell.

Of course, if you didn’t use Weibo, then you would be

almost completely ignorant of such bizarre development.

Therefore from a broader perspective, it was only
a limited chaos within a particular circle of online

community.

Although I was unintentionally pulled into the chaos,
to my great fortune I am no longer a twenty-some hot
headed young person. The experience, I consider to

be eye opening, but my beliefs remained unchanged.
One’s preference should not be easily swayed by outside
influences; one also has no obligation to explain such

preference to others. What I have earned because
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of Guardian, has far exceeded what I have suff ered
because of it, therefore I would only treasure this

miraculous encounter that much more.

Guardian made me break my own record time after time
as a content creatot; it led me to a group of fascinating
new friends, it also rejuvenated some old friendship,

and I was fortunate enough to work with other talented
people to bring beautiful things into existence. This
journey is a real treasure, a non repeatable luck, a
thread woven into the timeline of my life the tugs on my

heart string.

The book Guardian’s Lantern is still burning.

The drama Guardian’s Lantern is still burning.

And the Guardian’s Lantern in my heart, shall burn on

as well.
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